How Texas’s Statute of Limitations Impacts Personal Injury Cases

Our Houston personal injury lawyers can guide you through the legal process

When someone is hurt in an accident, the last thing on their mind is a legal deadline. Yet in
Texas, the law places strict time limits on how long an injured person has to bring a lawsuit.
These deadlines, known as the statute of limitations, determine whether victims can recover
the compensation they need for medical bills, lost income, and other damages. Missing the
filing date almost always means the case is barred, no matter how severe the injuries or how
obvious the fault.

Understanding the Texas statute of limitations is one of the most important steps accident

victims in Houston can take after a serious crash, slip and fall, or workplace injury. The rules are
complex, the exceptions are narrow, and insurance companies are well aware of how the clock
can be used against victims. That’s why experienced guidance from a trusted Houston personal

injury lawyer is essential from the start.
What is the statute of limitations in Texas personal injury cases?

In Texas, most personal injury claims, whether from a car accident on [-45, a truck crash on
Beltway 8, or a slip and fall at a Houston business, must be filed within two years of the date of
the accident.

This two-year limit applies to:

e Car, truck, and motorcycle accidents

e Pedestrian and bicycle accidents

e Slip and fall or premises liability claims

e \Wrongful death cases

e Industrial and workplace injury lawsuits

Importantly, the statute applies to lawsuits. While an insurance claim may begin right after an
accident, if negotiations stall and the deadline passes without a lawsuit being filed, the right to
compensation is lost forever. For accident victims in Houston, this makes acting within the two-
year timeframe absolutely critical.

Why the statute exists and why it hurts victims

The law is designed to keep claims timely. Courts want to ensure that evidence is fresh,
witnesses remember what they saw, and defendants are not surprised by lawsuits years later.
While this may make sense in theory, in practice, it often works against victims.
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Insurance companies know how quickly two years can pass. Adjusters may delay negotiations,
ask for endless documentation, or make repeated requests for medical updates, all while the
statute of limitations clock ticks down.

Meanwhile, victims are focused on healing, working through medical treatment, and trying to
stabilize their lives. The result is that by the time many realize the insurance company doesn’t
want to pay fair compensation, the deadline may be dangerously close.

Exceptions that can extend or pause the deadline

Although Texas law is strict, there are limited exceptions where the statute of limitations may
be extended or paused. Understanding these exceptions is critical, because assuming one
applies without legal confirmation could end up destroying a case.

Some of the most common exceptions include:

e The discovery rule: Sometimes, injuries are not immediately known. A traumatic brain
injury, internal bleeding, or toxic exposure may not show up until weeks or months after
the accident. In such cases, the statute may begin when the injury is discovered — or
should have been discovered — rather than the date of the accident.

e Minors injured in accidents: When a child is hurt, the statute does not begin until the
child turns 18. This allows minors time to pursue their own claims as adults.

e Wrongful death: In wrongful death cases, the statute typically begins on the date of
death, not the date of the injury that caused it.

e Defendant absence or concealment: If the at-fault party leaves Texas or actively hides
their identity to avoid responsibility, the statute may be tolled (paused) until they are
located.

These exceptions are narrow and frequently challenged by defense attorneys and insurers.
Relying on an exception without confirmation from a knowledgeable Houston personal injury
lawyer is risky and could close the door on recovery before the victim realizes it.

Why delay can harm a case

Even with two years on the clock, waiting too long to pursue a claim can have devastating
consequences. The strength of a personal injury lawsuit depends on evidence, and evidence has
a short shelf life.

Key risks of delaying include:

e Disappearing evidence: Skid marks on Houston roads fade, damaged vehicles get
repaired or scrapped, and businesses overwrite surveillance footage.



e Unreliable witness testimony: Memories fade quickly, and witnesses may move away
or become impossible to locate.

e Weakened medical records: Gaps in treatment or delays in diagnosis make it easier for
insurers to argue the injuries are unrelated.

e Insurance company tactics: Adjusters often drag their feet, hoping victims will run out
of time to file.

e Reduced leverage: Once the statute expires, there’s no legal recourse, and insurers
know they can walk away without paying.

Acting promptly helps preserve evidence, strengthen the case, and maintain maximum leverage
for a full financial recovery. Waiting only benefits the insurance company, not the injured
victim.

How a lawyer levels the playing field against the clock

Navigating the statute of limitations and its exceptions is no easy task. Filing a claim correctly,
proving damages, and ensuring deadlines are met requires experience and precision. This is
where the role of a lawyer becomes indispensable.

An experienced Houston personal injury lawyer begins by investigating quickly, gathering police
reports, medical records, surveillance footage, and witness statements before valuable
evidence disappears. They also have the knowledge to determine whether special rules apply
that could extend or pause the statute of limitations, something most victims would never
know to explore on their own.

While building a strong case, a lawyer protects the client’s rights by filing a lawsuit before the
deadline, even if settlement negotiations are still ongoing. This prevents insurance companies
from running out the clock and using delay tactics to push victims into weak settlements.
Beyond timing, a lawyer works with accident reconstruction specialists, medical experts, and
financial professionals to document the full scope of damages and pursue the maximum
compensation available.

Without legal help, victims often struggle to keep pace with complex procedures and insurer
strategies. With experienced representation, the process becomes manageable and effective,
shifting the pressure away from the injured person and onto the negligent party where it
belongs.

What’s at stake if the deadline passes

The statute of limitations is not just a procedural technicality. It is the dividing line between
financial recovery and permanent loss. When the deadline is missed, victims lose the ability to
pursue compensation for the very things that make recovery possible. That includes the cost of



medical treatment and ongoing rehabilitation, the income lost during recovery, and the
reduced earning capacity that often follows serious injuries. It also encompasses the physical
and emotional pain and suffering caused by the accident, as well as wrongful death damages
that provide vital support for surviving family members after a tragedy.

For many people, this compensation represents far more than dollars and cents. It is the ability
to pay for necessary medical care, to keep a household stable in the face of lost income, and to
begin rebuilding a future after an accident. Protecting this right is why the statute of limitations
matters so deeply, and why professional guidance is often essential to ensure nothing is left on
the table.

Act now to protect your right to recovery

Texas law gives accident victims only a short window to act, and once that window closes, it
cannot be reopened. The statute of limitations on personal injury cases in Houston is
unforgiving, and insurance companies know exactly how to use it to their advantage.

The process may seem overwhelming, but with the right legal team it becomes far more
manageable. Acting quickly, preserving evidence, and filing on time can mean the difference
between securing a full recovery and being left with nothing. Don’t let the clock run out on your
rights. Contact Smith & Hassler today for a free consultation and put an experienced Houston

personal injury lawyer on your side to protect your future. We know how to handle tough
cases. Our case results include multi-million-dollar settlements and verdicts. Contact us today.
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