Crush Injuries in Car and Truck Accidents: Long-Term Medical and
Legal Implications

Our Houston car accident lawyers explain what injury victims need to know

Car accidents and truck accidents in Houston often cause more than broken bones or

temporary injuries. When cars, trucks, and other vehicles collide with enough force, especially
on busy highways like 1-10, 1-45 or the Loop 610, victims can suffer crush injuries that
permanently change their lives. These injuries occur when part of the body is caught between
two heavy objects, such as a vehicle and the road, another car or a large commercial truck.

Crush injuries are among the most serious injuries seen in car and truck accidents. They often
involve extensive tissue damage, nerve injuries and long-term medical complications that are
not always obvious at first. For injury victims, understanding how these injuries happen and
what they mean medically and legally is critical.

Our experienced Houston car accident lawyers at Smith & Hassler regularly see crush injuries in
high-impact crashes involving tractor-trailers, delivery trucks, SUVs, and multi-vehicle collisions.
Knowing what to expect can help victims protect their health and their legal rights now and in
the future.

What is a crush injury in a car or truck accident?

A crush injury occurs when extreme force compresses part of the body, cutting off blood flow
and damaging muscles, nerves, bones, and organs. In car and truck accidents, this often
happens when a vehicle collapses inward or when a person is pinned during impact.

Common scenarios include:

e Side-impact collisions at intersections like Westheimer Road or Shepherd Drive

e Rear-end crashes on Highway 59

e High-speed accidents on I-10 or other major highways in Houston

e Underride or override accidents involving large trucks

e Pedestrians struck by a car or truck often face a high risk of sustaining a crush injury

e Motorcycle accidents that involve motorcyclists trapped or pinned beneath a car or
truck

Unlike bone fractures, crush injuries often damage soft tissue beneath the skin. That damage
can worsen over time, making early diagnosis and treatment essential. This is why it’s
important for someone who's seriously injured in a car or truck accident to receive the medical
care they need right away and long term.


https://www.smithandhassler.com/car-accidents/
https://www.smithandhassler.com/truck-accidents/
https://www.smithandhassler.com/

Why are crush injuries considered especially dangerous?

Crush injuries are serious because they affect more than one system in the body at the same
time. While broken bones can heal, crushed muscles, nerves and organs may never fully
recover.

Medical risks often associated with crush injuries include:

e Loss of blood supply to affected areas

e Severe nerve damage leading to permanent weakness or numbness
e Muscle death that can release toxins into the bloodstream

e Increased risk of infection or compartment syndrome

In severe cases, crush injuries can lead to amputations or life-threatening medical
complications. Victims may require multiple surgeries, prolonged hospitalization and long-term
rehabilitation. When this happens, it’s essential that crush injury victims receive the medical
care and support they need and deserve.

What parts of the body are most commonly affected?

Crush injuries can affect nearly any part of the body depending on how the accident occurred.
However, certain areas are especially vulnerable in Houston car and truck accidents. Common
areas of the body affected by crush injuries often include:

e Legs and feet trapped under dashboards or between vehicles
e Arms and hands crushed against doors or steering wheels

e Pelvis and hips compressed during side-impact crashes

e Chest and abdomen injured by collapsing vehicle structures

These injuries often occur in high-speed crashes on major roadways like the Gulf Freeway or
the North Freeway, where the force of impact is extreme. Whatever the circumstances of your
crush injury or which part of your body was injured, you need to make sure your injury is
properly diagnosed and treated — short term and long term.

How do truck accidents increase the risk of crush injuries?

Truck accidents are particularly dangerous because of the size and weight of commercial
vehicles. A fully loaded tractor-trailer can weigh as much as 80,000 pounds — many times more
than a passenger car, creating devastating force during a collision.

When a truck strikes a smaller vehicle, it can:

e Collapse the passenger compartment



e Pin occupants inside the vehicle
e Cause underride or override crashes
e Crush vehicles against barriers or other cars

Houston’s heavy commercial traffic increases the risk of these types of collisions, especially
near shipping corridors, industrial zones and highways used by freight carriers, tanker trucks,
tractor-trailers and other large commercial trucks.

What long-term medical complications can crush injuries cause?

Many crush injury victims face lifelong medical challenges. Even after emergency treatment,
complications can continue to develop months or years later. Long-term medical issues can
include:

e Chronic pain and nerve damage

e Permanent loss of mobility or strength

e Reconstructive surgeries or amputations

e Psychological trauma such as anxiety or PTSD
e Ongoing physical therapy and medical care

Some victims cannot return to their previous jobs or activities. Others require assistive devices
or lifelong treatment. These long-term effects can play a major role in injury claims. That’s why
it’s critical that crush injury victims have a lawyer who takes into account all of these
anticipated long-term medical expenses.

Why are crush injuries often underestimated at first?

Crush injuries are sometimes underestimated because external wounds may not look severe.
Swelling and internal damage can take time to fully appear.

Emergency responders often focus on stabilizing visible injuries, but underlying muscle and
nerve damage can get significantly worse hours or days later. This delay can complicate both
medical treatment and insurance claims.

This is why prompt follow-up medical care is essential after a serious motor vehicle accident.
Thorough medical documentation is important as well, plus early diagnosis and treatment. That
way, doctors can hopefully prevent complications from developing long term and injury victims
can receive the support they need — medically, physically, and financially.

How is fault determined in crush injury car and truck accidents?



Like many serious car accident injury claims, crush injury claims depend heavily on proving
fault. In Houston, these accidents often involve negligence by another driver, trucking
company, or even multiple parties.

Common examples of negligence that clearly demonstrate that the at-fault driver acted in a
reckless or negligent manner includes:

e Speeding or reckless driving

e Failure to yield at intersections

e Distracted or fatigued truck drivers

e Unsafe lane changes on congested highways
e Improper truck maintenance or loading

What evidence is needed to prove fault in a crush injury car accident?

Proving that another driver was at fault for causing a crush injury in a car accident requires
strong evidence. Such evidence can vary widely from one car accident to another and often
includes:

e Police reports for the accident

e Vehicle damage, including the precise location of the damage on the vehicle
e Additional crash scene evidence, including skid marks and crash debris

e Doctor’s diagnosis of your crush injury

e Eyewitness statements about your accident

e Accident reconstruction expert analysis

What compensation can crush injury victims receive?

Because crush injuries often cause permanent harm, compensation must account for both
current and future anticipated financial losses. These car accident injury claims are typically
more complex than minor injury cases.

Recoverable compensation can include money for:

e Medical expenses and future medical care
e Lostincome and reduced earning capacity
e Physical impairment or disfigurement

e Pain and suffering

e Costs of rehabilitation and assistive devices

Accurately determining the value of these financial losses (legally referred to as “damages”)
requires a detailed understanding of someone’s long-term impact of their injury. That’s why it’s



critical that injury victims have an experienced attorney on their side, helping determine the
total financial impact of a serious injury claim.

How do insurance companies handle crush injury claims?

Insurance companies often push back hard on crush injury claims because of their high value.
They may argue that injuries were pre-existing or that long-term effects are unrelated to the
crash.

Common insurance tactics include:

e Downplaying the severity of injuries

e Disputing future medical needs

e Offering quick settlements that fall short
e Shifting blame to the injured person

Without legal representation, victims risk accepting compensation that does not reflect the true
total cost of their injuries. And that could have a serious negative, long-term financial impact on
an injury victim and their family.

Why is early legal action important after a crush injury?

Time matters in crush injury cases. Evidence can disappear quickly. And without that evidence,
crush injury claims can be very hard to prove in many cases.

Early legal action helps preserve:

e Vehicle damage evidence

e Surveillance or traffic camera footage

e Truck data and maintenance records

e Medical documentation linking injuries to the crash
e Statements from witnesses who saw the accident

Prompt legal involvement strengthens a victim’s position and protects their right to full
compensation. That’s why you need to talk to an attorney as soon as possible.

How can a Houston car accident lawyer help with a crush injury case?

Crush injury cases demand experience and resources. They often involve serious injuries,
complex liability issues (legal term for who's responsible for paying for the accident) and
aggressive insurance defense tactics.

An experienced Houston car accident lawyer can:



e Investigate the crash thoroughly

e Work with medical and accident experts

e (Calculate long-term financial impact accurately
e Handle negotiations with insurers

e File a car accident lawsuit if necessary

Our legal team can help you every step of the way. We know the rules and regulations that
apply to car and truck accident claims in Texas. We understand how the legal system works.
That’s why we have such a strong track record of success. Our case results reflect this, including
$3.145 million obtained for a motor vehicle accident injury victim. Contact us to learn more
about your legal rights. We offer a free case evaluation to all potential clients.
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