Why Lane-Change Errors Lead to Serious Truck Accidents on Texas
Highways

Our Houston lawyers explain how these crashes happen and who may be held
responsible

Lane-change errors by commercial truck drivers are one of the leading causes of serious truck
accidents across Texas. When a tractor-trailer or large commercial vehicle moves into another
lane without warning, misjudges traffic, or fails to check blind spots, nearby drivers often get hit
hard by large trucks. These crashes happen suddenly and often result in devastating injuries.

On busy Houston roads and highways like I-10, I-45, Highway 59, Loop 610 and the Sam
Houston Tollway, lane changes are constant. Trucks frequently move between lanes to avoid
congestion, prepare for exits or navigate construction zones. When a truck driver makes a
careless or rushed lane change, the size and weight of the truck can turn a routine traffic
moment into a life-altering event.

Our Houston truck accident lawyers at Smith & Hassler regularly represent people injured in

lane-change truck accidents. These cases are often complex, especially when trucking
companies or insurance carriers try to shift blame. It’s important to understand how these
accidents happen and the legal options available to injury victims.

What is a lane-change truck accident?

A lane-change truck accident occurs when a commercial truck moves from one lane into
another and strikes a vehicle already occupying that lane or forces another driver off the road.
These crashes often involve:

e Side-impact collisions
e Sideswipe accidents
e Chain-reaction accidents

Because trucks are much longer and heavier than passenger vehicles, even a slight
miscalculation can cause serious harm. A truck does not need to be speeding for a lane-change
crash to be dangerous. The difference in size alone puts smaller vehicles at a major
disadvantage.

Lane-change truck accidents are especially common in heavy traffic areas, merging zones and
construction corridors throughout Houston. In many cases, the injured driver never sees the
truck coming until it is too late.

Why are lane-change accidents involving trucks so dangerous?
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Lane-change accidents involving trucks are dangerous because passenger vehicles are not built
to withstand side-impact forces from a large commercial truck. When a truck drifts into another
lane or cuts off a car, the smaller vehicle may be pushed into guardrails, concrete barriers or
other vehicles, often at high speed.

The danger also comes from the height and structure of commercial trucks. The point of impact
in a lane-change crash often strikes a car’s doors or roof rather than reinforced areas designed
to absorb force. This makes serious injuries far more likely, even in crashes that may not appear
severe at first.

In many lane-change truck accidents, the smaller vehicle has little time or space to react.
Drivers may swerve to avoid the truck and lose control, causing rollovers or secondary collisions
with other vehicles. These chain-reaction crashes increase the risk of catastrophic injuries and
make lane-change truck accidents especially dangerous on busy highways.

What are common lane-change accident injuries?

Severe injuries caused by lane-change truck accidents are common due to the large size of
many trucks and sudden nature of many of these collisions. Each accident is unique but some of
the most common lane-change accident injuries include:

e Traumatic brain injuries (TBIs) from sudden impact

e Neck and spinal injuries from violent side movement
e Broken ribs and internal organ damage

e Shoulder, arm, and leg injuries

e Crush injuries when a vehicle is pinned between lanes

Unlike passenger cars, trucks require more space and time to correct mistakes. When a truck
driver misjudges a lane change, nearby drivers often have nowhere to go. The injuries that
follow are frequently severe and can have permanent consequences.

How do truck blind spots contribute to lane-change crashes?

Blind spots, often called “no-zones,” are one of the biggest hazards associated with large
commercial trucks. These are areas around the truck where the driver cannot see other
vehicles, even with mirrors.

Truck blind spots typically include:

e Both sides of the trailer, especially along the length of the truck
e The area directly behind the trailer
e The space immediately in front of the cab



When a truck driver fails to properly check mirrors or physically verify that a lane is clear,
smaller vehicles can disappear from view. This often leads to sideswipe collisions or cars being
forced off the roadway.

Even so, many blind spot crashes are avoidable. Skilled truck drivers should be aware of their
blind spots and drive accordingly. Instead, blind spot truck accidents are often the result of
truck driver inattention, poor training, or rushed driving decisions.

What role does improper signaling play in lane-change truck accidents?

Turn signals are a critical safety tool, especially for large trucks. Signals give surrounding drivers
time to adjust speed, change position or move out of danger. When a truck driver fails to signal,
signals too late or signals improperly, other drivers are left guessing.

On high-speed roads like I-10 or Highway 59, even a second of uncertainty can cause a serious
collision. Drivers may assume the truck will stay in its lane, only to have it suddenly move into
their path —and into their car.

Failure to signal is often a key factor in determining liability, which means deciding who caused
the crash. In simple terms, liability refers to who's at fault and responsible for causing the
accident. When a truck driver fails to signal properly, it can strongly support a claim that the
driver acted carelessly.

How does driver training affect lane-change safety?

Driver training plays a major role in preventing lane-change accidents. Commercial truck drivers
must be trained to understand blind spots, vehicle length, braking distances and safe lane-
change procedures.

Training failures often involve:

¢ Inadequate instruction on mirror use

e Little experience navigating urban traffic

e Poor understanding of safe merging techniques
e Lack of emphasis on defensive driving

When trucking companies rush drivers onto the road or fail to provide meaningful training, they
increase the risk of serious accidents. In legal claims, evidence of poor training can show that
the company played a role in creating unsafe conditions on Texas roads.

Can fatigue or distraction lead to unsafe lane changes?



Yes. Fatigue and distraction are major contributors to lane-change errors. A tired or distracted
truck driver can drift between lanes, miss vehicles in blind spots or react too slowly to changing
traffic conditions, resulting in a serious truck accident.

Common contributing factors include:

e Long hours behind the wheel

e Failure to take mandatory rest breaks
e Pressure to meet delivery deadlines

e Cell phone use or in-cab distractions
e Mental fatigue from heavy traffic

When a truck driver’s attention is divided, even briefly, the risk of a serious crash increases. This
is why there are strict state and federal laws limiting how long a commercial truck driver can
drive before being required to take a mandatory rest break.

These factors are often uncovered through driver logs, electronic data, and company records
during an investigation by skilled truck accident lawyers working on behalf of injury victims.

How do Texas highways increase the risk of lane-change truck accidents?

Texas highways are wide, fast-moving and heavily traveled by commercial trucks. Houston’s
position as a major shipping and logistics hub means tractor-trailers are constantly entering,
exiting and changing lanes, often at high speed. In particular, the risk of a lane-change accident
often increases in:

e Construction zones with shifting lanes
e Areas with frequent merging traffic

e Highway interchanges and exit ramps
e Congested commuter corridors

In these environments, truck drivers must exercise extra caution. When they fail to do so, the
consequences can be devastating, often for nearby drivers who had no role in causing the
collision.

Who is responsible for a lane-change truck accident in Texas?

Lane-change truck accidents often involve more than one at-fault party. Texas law allows
injured people to pursue claims against anyone whose actions contributed to the crash. Liability
(the legal term for who's legally responsible for paying for the accident) often falls on:

e The truck driver
e The trucking company



e A contractor responsible for driver training
e A business that loaded the truck, especially if the truck was improperly loaded
e Another driver who contributed to the collision

Identifying all responsible parties is important because it affects who may be required to pay
for medical bills, lost income, and other accident-related losses. Make sure you identify all liable
parties. Talk to an attorney as soon as possible to learn more about your legal rights.

What happens if fault is shared?

Some lane-change accidents involve shared fault. For example, a truck driver may change lanes
unsafely while another driver is speeding or driving aggressively.

Texas follows a modified comparative fault system. This means an injured person can still
recover compensation as long as they were not mostly responsible for the accident. However,
the amount recovered may be reduced based on their share of fault.

Insurance companies often try to exaggerate shared fault to reduce payouts. That is why careful
investigation and legal guidance are so important in these cases.

What evidence is important in lane-change truck accident cases?

Strong evidence is critical in lane-change truck accident cases. In many cases, trucking
companies control access to such important evidence. These companies can also legally destroy
this evidence shortly after an accident. That’s why it’s critical that injury victims demand access
to this evidence right away.

Important evidence in lane-change truck accident cases can include:

e Truck driver logs

e Electronic “black box” data from the truck at the time of the crash
e Police accident reports

e Vehicle damage patterns

e Dashcam or surveillance footage

e Truck driver training records

e Inspection logs for the truck involved in the crash

e Witness statements

e Accident reconstruction analysis

Without strong evidence, insurance companies may deny responsibility or undervalue a claim.
Early legal involvement helps identify, protect and preserve this evidence before it is lost or
destroyed.



How do insurance companies approach lane-change truck accident claims?

Insurance companies often challenge lane-change truck accident claims aggressively. They may
argue that the injured driver was in a blind spot or acted unpredictably.

Common tactics used by insurance companies to avoid responsibility include:

e Shifting blame to the injured person

e Minimizing the severity of injuries

e Disputing how the crash occurred

e Offering quick, lowball settlements that do not reflect long-term financial needs

Insurance companies are focused on limiting payouts. Having legal representation helps ensure
that the full impact of the injury is properly considered.

How can a Houston truck accident lawyer help?

Texas lane-change truck accidents often quickly turn into complicated legal cases. This is why
it’s critical that injury victims have a Houston truck accident attorney on their side with the
knowledge, experience, and resources needed to build a strong, effective legal case.

A skilled Houston lane-change accident lawyer can:

e Conduct a thorough investigation

e |dentify all responsible parties

e Preserve critical evidence

e Work with accident and medical experts

e Handle communication with insurance companies
e File a lawsuit if necessary

Strong legal representation can level the playing field and give injured people a clear path
forward. Our legal team knows how to handle such complex legal cases from start to finish.
That way, injury victims can focus on what matters most — their recovery.

Our Houston attorneys have decades of experience handling complex truck accident injury
claims and lawsuits. Our case results prove this, including $1.38 million obtained for two 18-
wheeler accident injury victims.

Learn more about your legal rights. Contact us and schedule your free case evaluation. We

handle truck accident injury claims throughout Texas.
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