
Can You Recover Car Accident Compensation in Texas Without a 

Ticket Being Issued? 

How fault is determined when police don’t write a citation after a crash 

When a car accident happens on I-10, the North Freeway, or a busy Houston intersection, you 

expect police to arrive on the scene, investigate, and issue a ticket to the at-fault driver. But 

what happens if the police do not issue a citation? Can you still receive compensation for your 

accident-related expenses? 

The short answer – yes. But it can be more challenging if police did not issue a traffic citation to 

the driver who caused your collision. That’s why it’s important that you have an experienced 

Houston car accident attorney on your side who understands how the legal system works in 

Texas when it comes to compensation for motor vehicle accidents. 

Civil liability and traffic enforcement are connected, but they are not the same thing. Your right 

to pursue compensation is based on evidence and Texas negligence law, not on whether an 

officer chose to write a citation at the scene of the accident. The legal team at Smith & Hassler 

explains your legal options and how fault is determined. 

Is a traffic citation part of a car accident claim in Texas? 

No. This is one of the most important things to remember when seeking compensation for car 

accident-related expenses in Texas. Any traffic tickets issued by police are not part of the civil 

case seeking financial compensation. They are separate legal matters. 

If the police issue a traffic ticket for speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol or another 

type of infraction, that is part of a case against the driver that is handled by a criminal court. 

If you or anyone else is seeking compensation for your accident, that is part of a separate, civil 

case handled by a civil court. The outcome of any case in criminal court is not directly related to 

any civil cases. Each one is handled separately.  

Why does it matter if no ticket was issued after a Houston car crash? 

From a legal standpoint, if the investigating law enforcement officer who responded to your 

crash (often a Houston Police Department officer or a state trooper from the Texas Highway 

Patrol) issued a ticket to the at-fault driver, you will often have an easier time getting the 

money you deserve for your accident-related expenses. 

However, if the investigating officer does not issue a ticket, that doesn’t mean the end of your 

car accident claim. A traffic ticket of any kind is just one piece of potential evidence. The officer 

who investigated your crash might not have issued a ticket for a variety of reasons, including: 
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• Limited amount of time available at the crash site due to another police case 

• Bad weather that prevented the investigating officer from conducting an in-depth initial 

investigation 

• Unclear stories or conflicting statements from drivers, passengers or witnesses 

• Issuing a warning rather than a citation 

• An ongoing police investigation of the accident 

Even so, insurance companies sometimes use the lack of a citation to suggest that you must 

share part of the blame or that their client (the other driver) did nothing wrong. That’s why a 

strong legal response matters. When you have your own attorney gathering evidence and 

telling the story of what really happened, you are not relying on one moment in a busy officer’s 

day to decide the future of your car accident claim. 

Does a traffic ticket decide who was at fault in Texas? 

No. A traffic ticket can show that a driver violated a safety rule, but it does not automatically 

decide fault in a civil legal case, such as a car accident claim. Texas personal injury law focuses 

on negligence. In simple terms, the question is whether the other driver failed to act as a 

reasonably careful driver would have in the same situation and whether that failure caused 

your injuries. A citation is one way to show that, but not the only way. 

Even when a ticket is written, the case does not rise or fall on that document. Tickets can be 

dismissed, reduced or negotiated in traffic court without changing what happened at the crash 

scene. Civil juries look at all the evidence, not just the outcome of a traffic ticket. The same 

should be true for insurance adjusters when evaluating a car accident claim seeking 

compensation. 

That means a lack of citation does not close the door on your case. It simply means your legal 

team needs to rely more on other forms of proof. When those pieces of evidence are collected 

and presented effectively, you can establish fault and pursue full compensation for what you 

have gone through. 

How do you prove the other driver was at fault if no ticket was issued? 

When no ticket is issued, you and your lawyer must present evidence that shows how the crash 

occurred and why the other driver is responsible. In practice, that can be just as strong, and 

sometimes stronger, than a simple citation. Key forms of evidence often include: 

• Physical evidence from the scene: Skid marks, vehicle resting positions, broken glass, 

and deformed metal all tell a story about speed, direction, and impact. In serious 

Houston highway crashes, accident reconstruction experts can use this data to create 

models that clearly demonstrate how the collision unfolded. 



• Photographs and video footage: Cellphone pictures, dashcam video, nearby security 

cameras and traffic cameras can show lane positions, signal status, and driver behavior 

in the moments before the crash. Visual evidence can be powerful when an insurance 

company tries to argue “it was just an unavoidable accident.” 

• Witness statements and your own testimony: Independent witnesses who saw a driver 

run a light, drift across lanes or follow too closely can provide crucial support and 

strengthen your case. Your own description of what you saw and felt also matters, 

especially when it is consistent with the physical evidence and other witness 

statements. 

• Police crash report and follow-up: Even if the investigating police officer or state 

trooper did not write a ticket, your official Texas Peace Officer's Crash Report (Form CR-

3) usually contains a wealth of information about your accident, including accident 

diagrams, statements and initial observations by the investigating officer, other drivers 

and passengers. Your lawyer can follow up with the officer to clarify details and, in some 

cases, obtain supplemental statements that support your claim. 

• Cell phone, vehicle and electronic data: Many modern vehicles store speed and braking 

information. Phone records can show whether a driver was texting or on a call at the 

time of impact. This type of data can clearly show that another driver was behaving in a 

reckless or negligent manner. 

When these pieces of evidence are put together, you can build a compelling picture of 

negligence that does not depend on a single checked box on a traffic ticket. 

How do Texas negligence rules affect a case without a ticket? 

Texas has a modified comparative negligence system when it comes to compensation awarded 

to car accident injury victims. That means your financial compensation can be reduced if you 

share some responsibility for the crash, but you can still recover money as long as you are not 

more than 50 percent at fault.  

Many times, the insurance company for the at-fault driver will try to blame you or someone 

else for causing the collision because their client didn’t receive a ticket from police. Without a 

traffic citation, insurers sometimes argue that the crash was simply “an accident” or that both 

drivers were equally to blame. They may say you stopped too quickly, failed to signal, or should 

have seen the other driver coming.  

Why do insurance companies do this? For one simple reason – money. These arguments are 

designed to reduce what they owe. Your legal team’s job is to push back with facts. By carefully 

analyzing the evidence, applying Texas safety rules and taking other steps, your lawyer can 
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show that the other driver’s actions were the real cause of your collision. That helps protect 

you from unfair fault assignments that could cost you thousands of dollars in compensation. 

What types of compensation can you pursue if no ticket was written? 

Even if no ticket was issued, you deserve to be compensated for all your financial losses if the 

other driver was at fault for causing your crash. Common areas of compensation often include: 

• Medical care and future treatment: Emergency room visits, hospital stays, diagnostic 

tests, surgery, physical therapy, and follow-up care all add up quickly. If your injuries 

require ongoing treatment or future procedures, those costs should be built into any 

settlement or verdict. 

• Lost income and reduced earning capacity: Time away from work for appointments and 

recovery is compensable, whether you are paid hourly, salaried, or self-employed. If 

your injuries limit the type of work you can do going forward, you may also have a claim 

for diminished earning potential. 

• Vehicle damage and other out-of-pocket costs: Repair or replacement of your vehicle, 

rental car expenses, home modifications, and other practical costs related to your 

injuries should also be part of your car accident claim. 

• Pain, suffering, and loss of enjoyment of life: Serious injuries change more than your 

bank balance. Chronic pain, sleep problems, anxiety behind the wheel, and loss of 

activities you once enjoyed are real losses. Texas law allows you to pursue 

compensation for these so-called “non-economic” losses. 

When you are dealing with an insurance company that insists “there was no ticket, so the claim 

must be small,” a thorough analysis by your lawyer can illustrate the total financial impact of 

your car accident, now and in the future. 

What mistakes should you avoid after a Houston crash with no ticket? 

The period after a crash without a traffic citation can be tricky. Drivers often assume that 

because no one was ticketed, there is no clear fault and they need to “work it out” directly with 

insurance companies. That can lead to costly missteps. Some of the biggest mistakes to avoid 

include: 

• Accepting a quick settlement before you understand your injuries: The at-fault driver’s 

insurance company will often offer a small settlement payment in exchange for a full 

release of future claims. That means you cannot ask for additional money in the future. 

Taking the money before you know whether you will need surgery or miss more work 

can leave you paying the long-term price. 



• Downplaying symptoms or skipping medical appointments: Gaps in treatment give 

insurers ammunition to argue that you were not badly hurt or that something else 

caused your problems. Consistent medical care after your accident helps create a clear 

record linking your injuries to your accident. 

• Giving recorded statements without legal guidance: Insurance adjusters are trained to 

ask questions that sound harmless but are designed to make you say something they 

can use against you. Innocent phrases like “I didn’t see him coming,” “I’m feeling better 

now” or even “I’m sorry” can be twisted to minimize your claim. 

• Posting about the crash on social media: Photos and comments posted on social media 

websites can be taken out of context and used to argue that you are not as injured as 

you say, even when you are simply trying to stay positive. 

Avoiding these traps keeps the focus on the other driver’s actions and protects your claim and 

your ability to demand the financial compensation you deserve. 

How can a Houston car accident lawyer help when no ticket was issued? 

If police did not issue a ticket to the at-fault driver responsible for causing your collision, having 

a legal team that understands how to build a case from the ground up becomes even more 

important. Our Houston car accident attorneys know exactly what to do and are ready to work 

on your case. 

We know what evidence to look for, what questions to ask, and which legal strategies can be 

the most effective when seeking compensation for all your financial losses. We also know how 

to negotiate with insurance companies or fight them in court if necessary by filing a car 

accident lawsuit seeking damages, the legal term for compensation. 

To learn more about your legal options, simply contact us and schedule a free case evaluation 

with one of our Houston car accident lawyers. There is no upfront cost to hire our firm. That’s 

because we work on a contingency fee basis. We only get paid if we obtain a financial recovery 

for you. 
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