
Who Is at Fault in a Motorcycle Lane Change Accident in Texas? 

Our Houston attorneys fight for the rights of injured motorcyclists 

A motorcycle accident in Texas can happen when you least expect it. One second, a rider is 

flowing with traffic, watching mirrors and spacing like they always do. The next second, a larger 

vehicle drifts into their lane, crowds them toward the shoulder, and crashes into their 

motorcycle. For many riders, the hardest part isn’t only the pain. It’s hearing a driver 

confidently say, “I just didn’t see you,” as if that should excuse what happened. 

At Smith & Hassler, we know how common this story is in Houston and across Texas. Our 

motorcycle accident attorneys also know that lane change collisions are rarely “just accidents.” 

They usually happen because someone made a choice to rush, to glance at a phone, or to slide 

into a new lane without checking that the space was actually clear. When a motorcycle is the 

one already in that lane, the law often supports the rider, but fault still has to be proven step by 

step. 

How Texas lane change rules affect fault 

The starting point in any Texas lane change motorcycle crash is the duty every driver has when 

moving from one lane to another. Texas traffic law doesn’t treat lane changes as casual moves. 

A driver must signal, must keep a proper lookout, and must make sure the movement can be 

made safely before they drift across that dotted line. 

When a driver changes lanes into a motorcycle and causes a wreck, we look at several basic 

questions: 

• Did the driver use their turn signal long enough to warn others? 

• Did they check mirrors and blind spots before moving over? 

• Was the motorcycle already occupying that lane or clearly approaching it? 

• Were weather, traffic, or speed conditions ignored to “squeeze” into a gap? 

If the answer to those questions shows a driver rushed or cut corners, fault starts to come into 

focus very quickly. 

Key rules that often come into play 

Certain simple rules show up again and again in lane change injury cases: 

• Proper signaling before moving: Drivers should activate turn signals early enough for 

others to react, not at the last second as they’re already crossing the line. 

• Making sure the lane is clear: The burden is on the driver who’s moving over to make 

sure that lane is open, including checking blind spots. 
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• Maintaining a single lane: Drivers shouldn’t drift or straddle lanes; weaving in and out 

creates confusion and sudden hazards for riders. 

• Adjusting for conditions: Heavy rain, darkness, or stop-and-go traffic all require more 

caution. Ignoring conditions can tip the scale toward negligence. 

Common lane change motorcycle crash scenarios in Texas 

When riders ask who’s at fault, they’re usually thinking of a specific scenario, not abstract legal 

standards. We see a few patterns repeatedly: 

Unsafe merge into a motorcyclist’s lane 

A driver cruising in the left lane decides at the last moment to move right because their exit is 

coming up. They flick on the signal as the tires are already crossing the line. A motorcycle is in 

the right lane, exactly where it’s supposed to be. The car clips the bike and sends the rider 

sliding across asphalt. 

In a situation like that, the driver who changed lanes is usually at the center of the fault 

analysis. They had a duty to verify the lane was clear before moving over. When they ignore 

that duty, motorcyclists get hurt.  

Blind spot neglect 

Drivers sometimes talk about blind spots as if they excuse unsafe lane changes. But in reality, a 

blind spot is a responsibility. When a motorcycle is riding just behind and to the side of a 

vehicle, the driver needs to account for that smaller profile before they change position. 

If a driver rushes a lane change and hits a rider they could have seen with a shoulder check, that 

choice is usually viewed as careless. The fact that a motorcycle is smaller than a pickup doesn’t 

reduce the driver’s obligation to look for it. 

Simultaneous lane changes 

There are cases where both the motorcycle and the other vehicle move toward the same lane 

at the same time. For example, the rider is in the right lane signaling to move left, and the SUV 

in the left lane also starts drifting right without signaling. They meet in the middle, and the rider 

goes down. 

In those situations, fault can be shared. Investigators look at who signaled first, who actually 

started moving first, relative speeds, and whether one vehicle clearly had the lane already. The 

law doesn’t automatically blame the rider just because the motorcycle hit the side of a larger 

vehicle. 

How Texas comparative negligence affects lane change claims 



Once basic fault is analyzed, Texas’s modified comparative negligence rule controls how money 

changes hands. Many riders have never heard of it until they’re already in pain and facing 

mounting bills. 

Under Texas law, responsibility for a crash can be divided between everyone involved. A 

percentage is assigned to each person whose conduct helped cause the wreck. If a rider is 

found more than 50 percent at fault, they can’t recover compensation. If the rider is 50 percent 

or less at fault, their recovery is reduced by their percentage of fault. 

Let’s use a lane change crash where a car pushed a motorcycle off the road as an example. The 

total damages add up to $150,000 after medical treatment, lost wages, and property damage. If 

the rider is found 20 percent at fault, perhaps for riding a bit over the speed limit, their 

recovery would be reduced to $120,000. If someone convinces a jury that the rider was 60 

percent responsible, the rider gets nothing. 

Evidence that helps prove fault in lane change collisions 

The truth about a lane change crash often sits in small details at the scene. Our Houston 

motorcycle accident attorneys treat that scene like a puzzle where each piece helps build a 

clearer picture. When we investigate, we focus on several categories of evidence. 

Expanded examples help show how each piece matters: 

• Scene and physical evidence: Skid marks, gouge marks, and final vehicle resting positions 

help tell us who moved where and when. Damage to the side of a vehicle, for example, 

can support a finding that the motorcycle was already in that lane when the driver drifted 

into it. 

• Photos and video: Pictures of the road, traffic lines, nearby signs, and vehicle damage can 

capture things that memories miss. Helmet camera video or dash camera recordings often 

show signaling, lane placement, and whether there was time to react. 

• Witness statements: People in other vehicles, pedestrians, or nearby workers may have 

seen the lane change unfold. They can help confirm whether a driver ever signaled or 

whether the motorcycle was riding predictably. 

• Police reports: While an officer’s opinion isn’t the final word, a traffic citation for an 

unsafe lane change can be powerful. Diagrams and narrative sections in the report also 

help establish the basic story. 

• Cell data and distraction evidence: Phone use right before a crash can support a finding 

that the driver was looking at a screen instead of the road when they moved into a new 

lane. 

• Expert analysis: Accident reconstruction professionals can combine physics and evidence 

to show which account of the crash makes sense and which doesn’t. 
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Mistakes that can undercut a lane change case 

Even strong cases can lose momentum because of choices made in the days and weeks after a 

crash. Riders deserve to know about these issues early. 

Common problems include: 

• Leaving without a report: If the police don’t document the crash, it becomes easier for a 

driver to change their story later. 

• Saying too much at the scene: Statements like “I’m fine” or “I might’ve been going a little 

fast” are often repeated later to justify denying responsibility. 

• Skipping or delaying medical care: Waiting days or weeks to see a doctor gives an 

insurance adjuster an opening to argue that the injuries weren’t serious or weren’t tied to 

the crash. 

• Giving recorded statements to the other side: Insurance companies train their staff to ask 

questions that box riders into answers taken out of context. 

How our firm fights for motorcyclists hurt in lane change crashes 

At Smith & Hassler, we’ve seen how lane change collisions shatter a rider’s sense of safety. Our 

law firm takes these cases personally because we know stereotypes about motorcyclists can 

creep into every conversation about fault and fairness. 

When we represent a rider, our attorneys: 

• Move quickly to preserve video, scene photos, and any digital data that might disappear. 

• Study the road design, traffic patterns, and visibility issues around the crash site. 

• Coordinate with treating doctors and, when necessary, independent medical professionals 

to understand the full effect of the injuries. 

• Handle communication with insurance companies so riders and families don’t have to 

relive the crash in every phone call. 

If a Texas lane change motorcycle accident has turned your life upside down, you don’t have to 

quietly absorb the costs while a driver shrugs and says they didn’t see you. Our law firm can 

help you push back, demand accountability, and pursue the resources you need to rebuild your 

life. 

If you or a loved one was hurt in a motorcycle accident in Houston or anywhere else in Texas, 

contact us for a free, no-pressure consultation. We listen, explain your options, and move at a 

pace that respects both your pain and your need for answers. 
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